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1. Uma’s quarrel strange with Siva 
I invoke thee Muse, to sing, 

For to regions low or lofty 

Soars alike thy golden wing- 

2- Narada. the great musician 

Leader of the Heavenly choir, 
Once with heart some mischief brewing 
Went to Kailas with his lyre- 

,3. Uma kindly bade him welcome, 

Siva smiled to see the sage; 

But her guesfs design well shrouded 
Uma did not guess or gauge- 

4. Uma took him through the mansion 
Showed him allthe beauties rare, 

Placed before him fruits and néctar, 
Dainty and delicious fare. 
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5. With the cheer the sage delighted 

Praised the hostess from hisheart 

Adding that a crystal mirror 

Would to the place new charms- 

impart. 

6- <f Gates of fairy realms are mirrors 
Entered by no God or Man; 
Nothing will depict thy beauty 
As a small reflector can- 

7. Saying so he soon departed, 

Fearing what would soon ensue > 
And fair Uma for a Mirror 

Straight to Siva eager flevv- 

8. “ Long I craved, my dear, ” said Uma 

“ For a mirror, mighty Lord, 
And no peace of mind without it 
Night or day can me afford- 

9. “ Siva, Love, grant me a mirror 

To behold my features in» 

Since thou praisest stiil my beauty 

Thathad power thy heart to win. 
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1 0- ‘‘ All these ages I have longed for 

But my likeness to be shewn ; 
Yet thou heed’st not, Mahadeva. 

How I languish, pine, and moan- 

11. “ For the world’s almighty maker 

Is this hard, beloved, to get ? 
Sure, thy love for me is cooling,” 

And her eyes with tears were wet. 

12. Worried Uma thus complaining 

Siva could not brook to see ! 
Tender words he spoke,and smiling — 
“ Do not lay the blame on me. 

13- “ Trust me darling — for no falsehood 

from my lips does ever escape, — 
Mirrors can’t return thy likeness 
Too, too subtle is thy shape. 

14. “ Glancing through all spheres. my 

darling 

Eying forms of gods or men 
I can find in wide-spread nature 
None like thee within my ken. 
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15. “ Range through forests fields and 

cities 

Flowery gardens, glens or rocks ; 
Turn to where the waT}* - ocean 

; Gainst the skore unweary knocks. 

16- ‘‘Thou wilt find in all Creation 

Nothing does thy image bear ; 
Gross aregems, impure are crystals, 
None reflects thy beauty rare.” 

17. Unconvinced was Goddess Uma, 

Discontented still remained ; 
Fancy prompted, ske from Siva 
Leave to search the vvorlds obtained. 

18. YVinged with novel thoughts and 

feelings 

Flew she down from KailasMount 
Made her way to star and planet, 
Gleaming as of light the fount. 

19. But their sigbt no joy imparted 

To her eyes or heart divine ; 

Too inane the whole appeared, 

Lifeless all, tbey seemed to shine- 
“These are none like me.”she murmured 
Life and consciousness are mine-, 
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■20- “What are ceaseless change and 

movement 

When compared with consciousness 
Blind and will-less stars are glowing» 
Void of cheer in loneliness-” 

21- ‘‘Profitless to stars is glory 

Burning eaeh to ashes» O ! 

Better far are life and spirits» 

Life with all its weal and woe-” 

22> Earthward ncw she quickly glided 
Hoping there to find her quest, 
As the bee for honey seeking 

Fairest biossoms. knows no rest. 

23. First she hovered over mountains 

Standing up defying Time. [ing 
Snow-crowned tops, and wastes display- 
Plants and shrubs of every clime. 

24- Soon the hills and rills and fountains, 
Banks diversified with blooms, 
Deepest forests veiled in darkness 
Where the roar of tiger booms : 
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25 Haunts of peacocks v? ith their feathers 
Thousand-hued like India’s eyes ; 
FJocks of parrot?, swans» and Mynas > 
To her raptured vision rise. 

26. But these outward sounds and colours- 

m 

To her heart made no appeah 
“Trees enjoy no spicy odours, 

Dales and mountains cannot feel. 

27. ‘‘ Birds and bree/.es know no music, 

Vcid of self-reflexion all ; 

Spiíe of forms divine and lovely 

charms but outward on me pall.” 

28. So she said, and bcnt her course to 

Where themighty billows sweep; 
Folding now her golden pinions 
Uma sco ore d the ccean deep. 

29. Ocean whose mj estie motion 

Hides as many gems as graves :■ 
Corais, pearls and monsters gliding 
Or reposing in its caves. 
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34. 



‘‘What a region this,’’ she cried out. 
“What a perfect paradise ! 

Nature shows not half such glory 
As in waters buried lies” 

“Sea nymphs in their garbless beauty, 
Sporting wildly swim or sink; 

Yet their life no envy kindles, 

For thoy canuot judge or think,” 

Quick emerging from the ocean 
Uma ílies up to the land, 

And snrveys with hopes reviving 

Peopled towns and cities grand- 

Asia, 'Merica, and Europe, 

África with diamoud mines 

Every green and sh tded island 

Rich with palmy groves and vines. 

Every nook remote and corner, 
Varied scenes of human life, 

Uma searched and still she wondered 
At the teeming woes and strife- 



Pliniticorl K\/ Aiit f^ornQch\A/Qri Pr»r l^orr 



o to 1 /q Qomcl rito I lni\/orcit\/ 



8 



UMA/S MIRROR 



35- “Lo» the Whites stand out triumphant 
Over the Blacks, Yellows, and 

[Browns ; 

And by higher wit maintaining 

Their dominion, wear the crowns» 

36. ‘‘With their forms, so fair, angelic, 
Sweetest manner, finest grace» 
Enterprise and skill and courage, 

Here behold a gifted race'- 

37- “Manly are their air and bearing, 

Ghivalrous their cultured mind ; 
Superhuman their achievements 

High their aiins, and tastes refined- 

38. “Long ago they broke the fetters 

Superstitions still impose» 

Free from narrow faith,-soul-strangling» 
Bright their forehead ever glows- 

39. “But vvithin the bud is canker 

Slowly eating into life; 

’Neath their iove of creed and order 
Lurks ambition» restless strife. 
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“What if Science and its treasures 
Lie unlocked within their reach-" 1 

What if holy priests and minstrels, 
High-toned precepts daily teach ? 

“‘Me’ and ‘Mine 'divide and rend them, 
Blisslul else this brilliant race; 

Til) one’s higher self is wakened 

Yain are hopes of Heavenly grace- 

‘‘For they seek not life eternal, 

Too allured by joys of sense, 

Who can thus avert the countless 

Woes of birth and death intense? 

“If their wit and power and culture 
Urge them not to the nobler goal 

How can mortais not so blessed 

Taste the beauties of the soul ?” 

Failing thus to meet her likeness 
In the virtues of the nxind, 

Foiled Uma’s glances eager 

Turned to where lies ancient Ind. 
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45* Bovving to her hoary father — 

Himavan, the abode of snovv — 

. Sad she pondered on his wrinkles 
Worn deep upon his brow? — 

46. Wrinkles wrought by sights of suffering 

Sights of struggle, sights of woe; — 
And dull care sat on his features 
Melting into tears below- 

47. • What, ray father, O my fathen 

What has thee aihicted so? 

Art thou moved by lndia’s fortunes, 

Is it hence thy tears so flow ? 

48. ‘‘True, alas, her fate awakens 

Pity in the driest heart ; 

For in this the land of Rishis, 

Land renownedíor lore and art 

49- ‘‘Where sage Visvamitra famous 
To excel Vasishca strove; 

Where penances hard and awful 
Rendered hoiy grot and grove? 
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“This. the scene of B, ima’s triumph, 
Of child Krishna’s s-weet disports- 

Scene of Harischandra’s trial, 

Land where Truth with Ríght consorts-' 

"Where a Brahman bent on duty 
S werves not from the s icred laws. 

And, in scorn of rank and riches, 

Slitves not for the mob’sapplause? 

‘‘Where are fires of Agnihotra, 

Timely Arghyas to the Sun? 

Where, content and independence, 
Self-merged in the shining one? 

‘‘O, the Brahman’s vvayij are altered, 
Wcalth allures him, pomp he 

[courts» 

And, shorn of inner glory, shines in 
Sun-set glovv, like ruined forts’’ — 

Turning with pity to the Brahman, 
Soion of an ancient line, 

And to him tliese words addressing 
Deep bewailed his sad decline: — 
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f Thou wast known forselEdenial 
For spiritual wisdom ripe', 

Fled from thee are all such virtues, 
Brahman of the modern type ! 

‘‘Hastthou, Brahman, chantsforgotfcen 
Leading to beatitude ? 

Is thy lot bm to be vying 

Each with each for sfervitude? 

“Ah, the woeful transforrnation 

Fills my heart with restless pain; 

And if Europe rouses pity, 

Thou but movest my disdain- 

“Fie upon low airn and striving, 
Selfisü scheme, andsoulless pfrayer; 

Where plain life and trutb are honored, 
Powers divine are centred there. 

“Givc up gree i and aggrandizement, 
Give up ways uncouth and mean; 

Cultivate the heart and spirit, 

Know in Lo ve true power is seen- 
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<I0« "Ijov»- foi dl is Imrst freedom, 

‘ * I . "\ ■• imwnvering faith implies» 
A 1 n I il I 1 Í 1 I 1 nhould prove defenceless, 
< loil .mil I ifc .ire gilded lies* 



( 1 1 "II 1 1 o- -,.ili ha ve lost its saltness 

Wliat i ui !. ilt il, what can cheer? 
II tliy mind’H wilh passion clouded 
The ship of life how canst thou 

[steer? 

62* “Think of Suka, Yajnavalkya, 
Badarayana of old, 

Has their fire become extinguished, 
Are their ashes grown so cold? 

63. “Barfcer not the spiriFs freedom, 
Weigh it nodgainst wealth and 

[power, 

Forfeit not the bliss eternal 

For the advantage of the hour. 

G4* “Dream not that mere birth entitles 
One to meaningless respect; 

Sad disasters must thence follow 
Unless the mad career is checked 
r or Karnataka Samskrita University 
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65. “Should thy brethren in blind fury* 
Threaten with the lance and brand, 
Still remember they are brethren, 

Lift not thy avenging hand. 

66* ‘‘Virtue teach by self-denial, 

Patience by forbearance teach, 
Holy wisdom of the Brahman 

T each by love for all and each- 

67- ''Love thy brethren, aid them, guide 

[them, 

Strive not for vain mastery, 
Dear to me are all my children. 

To all the path of life be free! 

68- Immolate thy life for country, 

Muse not over chi ld or wife, 
Skulk not, sneak not philosophize not, 
Just to save inglorious life*” 

69. c< With her heart bleeding with sorrow 
For the ills of human kind, 

To retrace her steps to Kailas 
Goddess Uma now inclined- 
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On her way auon she witnessed 

FieldB ethereal and bright, , 

Where the gods advanced by merit 
Dwtíll in scenes that ravish sight- 

Viiriod stniins of swcelest music, 

Air unvexed by fitful storms, 

Fearlessj painless, deathless deities 
Lightly skipping heavenly forms- 

Soothed her ears and orbs of vision» 
Re-awakened Uma’s hopes, 

As when a glade the pilgrim reaches, 

And no more in thicket gropes- 

Up she flew through worlds unending 
Spying all the immortal race 

Brahma, Indra armed with thunder 
And their consorts passed apace- 

amcLrifa I I niworeitw - 
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5- “But their joy is brief»” said Uma» 

“Vain and empty pageant all; 

Can these names and forms externai 
To my mind my likeness call? 

6- “Where the soul and mind and body 

All accord both in and out, 

There I meet my sweetest image 

Flawlesa bliss» without a doubt”» I 

7 - Disconcerted, sad, disheartened» 

Backward Uma turned her flight , 
Soared to where the peaks of Kailas 
Chase away the shades of night. I 

8- As she reached the gates of silver* 

Nundi» God of Virtue bowed, 
Bowing opened them for Uma» 

While his eyes with gladness 

glowed I 

9 - Silent brooding, stept in Uma» 

Nor did straight her spouse she 

[seek»j 

Failure wrought upon her feelings 



^ 

*RF3 3STR1 1| 'A || 

Wlfif ÇIT || % || 

^TH 5 ‘í3fI%^^TWt 

fesr feri 

ÍUTITO feRlí || ^ || 

f? | 

spjprq 31 

irqiloTt^ || d || 

■fe^Is^tRT: srfefêT stm 

fl ^ ST | 



Heavenly tears Qffcãe&^ari For Karnataka SaS 



I! ^ II 






PART II 



17 



1 

TO^rf^fwFT 

m jjt ri c^gifà^ | 

^[3f cf^t || \ o || 

fl Sr3 ^^TTSffffel 

sq| m RT Wr *ER I 
SRgRWtR- 

R33IR Rissd || H || 

qRTSÍk 

WTR3 *13% f#g =311*1 1 
gfl: Rte g33E3R53 

3I^#RRdR;*rgSR || U || 
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fiRRífaíTR 5R*W ilW, ll^ll 

Í3f^çR3â RRRrRSfe: 

f% 31 3 ^ f3#RF^ I 
f331SSRRl 3RR3ÍR ^3 

1*11 l^RTT gfa 5fíRRM II ^ II 



10. Turning to the shady arbours 

Where with néctar flowed a brook 
Sat she down on a bed of blossoms 
Which the Zephyrs gently shook- 

1 1 • Then in a tone that sounded sweeter 
Far than tnurmur oí the streanu 
Thus she plained; ' Ah me» unlucky! 
Futile is my qttest* I deem. 

12. ‘‘Eastward, Westward, Northward» 

Southward 

Up and down still have I roamed > 
Spied great cities, lands, and oceans 
Where the whales and billows 

foamed; 

13. ‘‘Earthly and celestial regions 

Spurred bp hope have I explored; 
Giddy sports of gods I pitied 
And their vanity deplored. 

14 . “Can I not find in Nature 

Some reflexion true of me ? 

Life and joys withcut self-knowledge 
What advantage can they be ? 
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4 

15. ‘‘Mahadeva, Lore üf M ;y, 

Why now wilt tho> ry me 6o ? 
HaYe I been remiss in v ? 

O, deign a mirror t • bestow. 

16- ‘‘Where the heart is rude, uncultured, 

ç 

Nalurs bounties are a waste ; 

In such soil can thrive no virtue : — 
Where ’s my likenes6 to be traced?” 

17- With benignant heart did Siva 

Hear her vvail and sad cotnplaint, 
“Deeply touched by her devotion 
That forbade a stain or tainb 

18. Soon before her stood Lord Siva, 
Hastening to relieve her woes ; 
‘‘Darling Uma.” quoth he kindly, 

“Cease to grieve, thyself compose. 

19- ‘‘Life, analysis evading 

Baffles feeble sense and mind ; 

For the Light that these iliumines 
Canst outside thee ever find? 
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gqwíR çr^rr^; i 
®RW ^7 Rq-pcT ^ 
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20- ‘‘Waking, sleeping, or a-dreaming 
Still thy consciousness awake } 
Changeless witnesses all changes , 
Witnessing without a break- 

21. ‘‘Ponder and reflecti my Uma. 

On the beauty of the soul, 

Far exceeding in its glory 

All the skiey orbs that roll* 

22- ‘‘Maya throws on things a glamour 

That preclndes a glimpse inside? 
Dazzles by her borrowed usplendour, 
Drawing Mind from Truth aside- 

23- “By her skill and machinations? 

Groans the world under countless 

[ills ; 

Pieree her veil and know then truly 
Bliss all spaee unbounded fills- 

24- ‘‘Writhing in her grip unyielding> 

Helpless man — aswell asGods — • 
Birth-entangledj stript of glory 

Slow, like weary pilgrim, plods. 
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25. “Hence thy nature. pure unsullied 

How can things outside reflect ? 

Wrong’s the path that thou hast 

trodden 

What but failure çould’st expect 

26. Unconvinced was Goddess Uma. 

Disco ntented still remained; 
Arguments impress no woman 
If her wish is not attained. 

27. When the storm bursts on the moun- 

tain, 

Floods must overrun the dale ; 
When the woman’s mind is made up 

How can counsels sage prevail ? 

28. Siva marked her sullen humour. 

And perplexed he ’gan to muse : 
‘‘What will comfort, my sweet Uma, 
What contrivance can I use ? 

29- ‘‘Basic consciousness is Uma 

How can objects her reflect ? 

Yet she needs must have a mirror, 
Logic dry has no effect’'. 
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30. Then through Siva’8 povvers exerted- 

Uma fell into a trance, — 
Self-absorbed and past distinctions, 
Grieved no more at her mischance. 

31. Sleep improves the sourest temper, 

Softens oít the stiffest heart, 

Sleep is balm to wounded feelings, 
Sleep approaching, woes depajrt. 

32- Siva now new charms discovers 

In her face b.v sleep disclosed; 
And admiring sits besides her 

Who had such a task imposed- 

33- Silver lids and ebony lashes 

Jetty eye-brows, well-turned nose ; 
Golden forehead like the crescent, 
Chiseled lips redder than rose , 

34. Tender cheeks where pinks and roses 
Strove to gain the mastery ; 

Fragrant breath, and breast slow-heav- 

[ing, 

Narrow waist and constancy ; 
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35. Siva sits like statnej ravished, i 

Gazing on without an end, 

Feels her curls» and smooths her tresses . 
His eyes unsated, o’er her bend ! 

36. Vengeful cupid seized lhe moment. 

Kindled Siva’s heart with love ; 

Siva kissed her into waking» 

Waking like a startled dove- 

37. ‘‘0,my lord, why did’st thou wake 

me, c ]■, 

Murmured Uma when Bhe woke»- 
‘‘From a dreamless, blissfu.il slumber 
That thy fervid kissing broke? 

38. “Pain, and sorrrw from me banished 

'Twas a spell of ecstasy; 

I felt as if I floated on 

A néctar sea from billows free. | 

39. “ ‘Me’ and ‘mine’ were both forgotten I 

And the world was whisked away; \ 

Yet there was a bliss comparele 9 B, 
Boundless, as asleep I lay- 
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40. ‘‘The azurc vruilt with stars so studded, 
And grcon vistured earth so fair. 

Objects all wer» dean out-blotted 
Only sdf w.is glowing there. 



41- ‘‘Still for things outside or pleasures 
Knew I no anxiety; 

• Even sense of Ego vanished, 

All the rest dissolved in me. 

42. “Time and space that waking calls up? 

And with them unceasing change» 

Birth and Death, all woes tormenting 

Disappeared- O. Lord, how 

[strange 

43- ‘‘What is kingship or a godhead 

When with blissful sleep compared 
Waking.joys are shortlived, hollow; 
Nothing to what my slumber 

[bared- 




“Ne 5 er awake had I such feeling» • 
Save when claspedin thy embrace 

No conserve of sweets, soft-honeyed, 
Of its sweetness bears a trace. 
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45o ‘‘Words are dull and thought too 

[feeble 

What can tell tbat bliss su preme? 
Only can the eye turned inward 
Undistracted catch its beam”- 

46. “True> too true” said Siva gladdened, 
Then, can Mirrors paint the soul. 

Thou art subject and the object. 

Can a part refleçt the whole? 



47. “What thou felt is bliss enduring 
'Tis thy nature sleep reveals; 
Thou art all-indusxive Brahman 
As the enlightened truly feels 

48- Nescience sows the seed of sorrow, 
Givng rise to otherness, 
Grasping now the one, the reab 

Thou art steeped in blessedness- 



49» But if still a mirror seekest 

To reflect thy matchless cbarms» 
Since impossible thy biddingj 

What avail my might and arms? 
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50. “Dreamless sleep presents thy Hkenessr 
When no maek the Brahman 

[wears ; 

Hence the print of bliss surpassmg 

That thy wakening memory 

[bears. 



61. “And in dreams a world illusive 
Dances fearless in thy sight 
I But thou witness still remamst, 

Unaffected witness bright. 

li TT , 

^ 52. “Who can draw thy Hkeness, Uma , 

Ineffable glory thine,. 

And the rest» lifeless or living— _ 
í Broken lights of thee, they shme* 

53. “And this Universe so-lovely^ 

Is but Brahman in disguise; 
True, as Brahman. false as other 

Thus declare the great and wise- 

. “For the things beheld in waking, 
Into self dissolve in sleep, 
Undistinguished; and, at waking, 

Into wondrous being leap- 
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‘‘Every form of life and movement 
Truly has tbee for its soul; 
Time and space, these cleave the 

[objects 

While the self remains a whole. 






“Through the brooklet and the 

[meado w 

‘Tis the Brahman glistens bright ; 
From the self the star and lightning 
Still derive their vvarmth and 

[light. 

“Through the mortal, seize the 

[immortal. 

Pierce the name-and-form 

[disguise ; 

For the one appears as many 
To the Maya-clouded eyes ” 




Words of love ; and silver accents, 
Words revealing deepest truth, 
Facts profound of Life expounding, 
Yet on Reason based, in sooth, 

Changed the mood of gentle Uma 
Made her feel her quest was 

[wrong. 
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Made her to repent her wishes 

That in her ti 11 now reigned strong. 

60- “Thank you, love” said contrite Uma 
Fot thy discourse, priceless.sweet , 
Pardon, pardon, O, my boldness 
Importuuity unmeet. 

61. ‘‘Clear I see my Brahmic nature 
Comprehending all that is; 

Thou and this unbounded cosmos 
We are one unbroken blxss. 

62- “True, my nature as the subjeet 

Objects none can serve to show, 
Mirror of the soul exists not, 

This, my quest taught me to 

[know- 

63- “False delusion and sad error, 

Woeful fancies, all have fled ; 

Joy sublime and peace eternal, 

In. my heart now dwell instead.” 

64. ThuS awhile conversiner, musing, 
Godly couple, one in two, 

Hand in hand- they walked through 

[arbours 

And were soon lost to the view 
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Blessings on fair Uma s mirror 1 
Blessings on her mirroR-quost ! 
Blessings on the Lord of IMercy ! 
Narada the sage be blessed ! 



The End. 



Sri Vijaya Lakshmi Vilas Press. Bangalore City. 
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